I08                     THE    NAZIS    AT    WAR
genius, as the chief hope for victory, the intimate Nazis
get more and more doubtful.
It would be wrong to regard these sentiments as
organised opposition to Hitler. But, for the first time
since he killed Roehm, Hitler docs face powerful individual
opponents within the ranks of the Nazi Party.
Some of these opponents arc quite prepared to sharpen
the revolutionary dagger again and load the pistol with
which they shot so many Reds in the early days of Nazism.
Most of them have served long prison terms for killing
and wounding in the Nazi struggle for power. The old
fighting spirit is still alive in them. They have not been
called to join the Nazi Youth in battle at the front and
they feel no desire to wage that kind of war. They are
more accustomed to plotting.
Why, do you think, was Otto Strasser named by
Nazi propaganda as one of the supposed instigators of
the Beerhouse bomb attempt against Hitler? He had
little enough to do with it personally although the Nazis
claimed that he admitted in a Paris paper that he had
played some part.
The Nazis themselves have betrayed their reason for
branding Strasser as a murderer, for holding him up
before the German people as the perpetrator of a
crime against Hitler which can only be avenged with
death.
Here is how the uVoelkische Bcobachter" depicts
Otto Strasser for the Germans of to-day:
"Otto Strasser's life history gives a clear picture of
this emigrant without character.
"He was born on the igth of September, 1897, ^n
Deggendorf, in Bavaria, and is the brother of Gregor
Strasser.*' (Here I would like to remind the editor of the
"Voelkischer Beobachter" that Gregor Strasser was.